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The Economy of Open Space
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Common Arguments Against Land 

Conservation
Common Arguments Against Land Common Arguments Against Land 

ConservationConservation

• Land conservation takes property off the tax rolls.

• We cannot afford to protect open space.

• Land conservation hurts the local economy.

• Open space preservation is all well and good but it is 
not a top priority.
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Economic Benefits of Conserving LandEconomic Benefits of Conserving Land
• Enhanced property values

• Recreational use and tourism

• Direct use

• Improved health of area residents

• Community cohesion

• Natural goods & services

• Agricultural products

• Improved water quality

• Stormwater management

• Air pollution removal
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Colorado Conservation EasementsColorado Conservation EasementsColorado Conservation Easements

• Natural goods and services valuation study
• Partnered with 

– The Nature Conservancy
– Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts 
– Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust
– Andrew Seidl, Associate Professor at Colorado 

State University
– Colorado State University Extension Agents

• Every dollar invested in easements by 
Colorado returns $6

• Results released to the media
– Generated significant attention from non-

traditional TPL audiences
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Traditional ImpactTraditional ImpactTraditional Impact
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Non-Traditional ImpactNonNon--Traditional ImpactTraditional Impact
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Local MediaLocal MediaLocal Media
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Local MediaLocal MediaLocal Media
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Denver, ColoradoDenver, ColoradoDenver, Colorado

• The value received from the city’s 
park and recreation system.

• Benefits calculated

– Enhanced property value

– Direct use value

– Medical cost savings

– Stormwater retention value

– Air pollution removal value

– Community cohesion value 



13

© Copyright 2004 The Trust for Public Land

Denver, ColoradoDenver, ColoradoDenver, Colorado

• Park system contributes

– Annual revenue of $7.13 
million

– Annual savings of $3.61 
million 

– Annual resident savings of 
$1.28 billion 

– Increase of resident wealth of 
$517 million 
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